
Mary Magdalene: They	have	taken	away	my	
Lord,	and	I	cannot	find	Him.

14After	uttering	these	words,	she	turned	
around	to	see	Jesus	standing	before	her,	but	
she	did	not	recognize	Him.

Jesus: 15Dear	woman,	why	are	you	sobbing?	
Who	is	it	you	are	looking	for?

She	still	had	no	idea	who	it	was	before	her.	
Thinking	He	was	the	gardener,	she	muttered:

Mary Magdalene: Sir,	if	you	are	the	one	who	
carried	Him	away,	then	tell	me	where	He	is	
and	I	will	retrieve	Him.

Jesus: 16Mary!

Mary Magdalene (turning to Jesus and 
speaking in Hebrew):	Rabboni, my	Teacher!

Jesus: 17Mary,	you	cannot	hold	Me.	I	must	
rise	above	this	world	to	be	with	My	Father,	
who	is	also	your	Father;	My	God,	who	is	also	
your	God.	Go	tell	this	to	all	My	brothers.

18Mary	Magdalene	obeyed	and	went	directly	
to	His	disciples.

The hope of resurrection has often 
been a topic on the lips of Jesus. 
Now it is taking shape. Confusion 
gives way to conviction as Jesus 
appears alive over the next few 
Sundays. One by one He convinces 
His followers that God has raised 
Him from the dead. 

Mary Magdalene (announcing to the disci-
ples): I	have	seen	the	Lord,	and	this	is	what	
He	said	to	me	.	.	.	

19On	that	same	evening	(Resurrection	Sun-
day),	the	followers	gathered	together	behind	
locked	doors	in	fear	that	some	of	the	Jewish	
leaders	in	Jerusalem	were	still	searching	for	
them.	Out	of	nowhere,	Jesus	appeared	in	the	
center	of	the	room.

Jesus: May	each	one	of	you	be	at	peace.

20As	He	was	speaking,	He	revealed	the	
wounds	in	His	hands	and	side.	The	disciples	

death. Their hopes are dashed 
against the rocks of Golgotha. In 
the first hours of grief, Jesus’ fol-
lowers huddle together in secret 
in the city, hoping to avoid arrests 
and executions. They mourn. They 
grieve. They remember. Three days 
later, some venture outside the city 
and return to the place where He 
was buried. Miraculously, the stone 
has been rolled back, and the rock-
hewn tomb is empty. Has someone 
taken His body? Are His enemies 
laying a trap for His followers? Or 
perhaps—could it be—that the last 
days have arrived? 

20Before	the	sun	had	risen	on	Sun-
day	morning,	Mary	Magdalene	
made	a	trip	to	the	tomb	where	

His	body	was	laid	to	rest.	In	the	darkness,	
she	discovered	the	covering	had	been	rolled	
away.	2She	darted	out	of	the	garden	to	find	
Simon	Peter	and	the	dearly	loved	disciple	to	
deliver	this	startling	news.

Mary Magdalene: They	have	taken	the	body	
of	our	Lord,	and	we	cannot	find	Him!

3Together,	they	all	departed	for	the	tomb	to	
see	for	themselves.	4They	began	to	run,	and	
Peter	could	not	keep	up.	The	beloved	dis-
ciple	arrived	first	5but	did	not	go	in.	There	
was	no	corpse	in	the	tomb,	only	the	linens	
and	cloths	He	was	wrapped	in.	6When	Simon	
Peter	finally	arrived,	he	went	into	the	tomb	
and	observed	the	same:	7the	cloth	that	cov-
ered	His	face	appeared	to	have	been	folded	
carefully	and	placed,	not	with	the	linen	
cloths,	but	to	the	side.	8After	Peter	pointed	
this	out,	the	other	disciple	(who	had	arrived	
long	before	Peter)	also	entered	the	tomb;	and	
based	on	what	he	saw,	faith	began	to	well	
up	inside	him!	9Before	this	moment,	none	of	
them	understood	the	Scriptures	and	why	He	
must	be	raised	from	the	dead.	10Then	they	all	
went	to	their	homes.
	 11Mary,	however,	stood	outside	the	tomb	
sobbing,	crying,	and	kneeling	at	its	entrance.	
12As	she	cried,	two	heavenly	messengers	
appeared	before	her	sitting	where	Jesus’	
head	and	feet	had	been	laid.

Heavenly Messengers: 13Dear	woman,	why	
are	you	weeping?
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21There	was	one	other	time	when	
Jesus	appeared	to	the	disciples—this	
time	by	the	Sea	of	Tiberias.	This	is	

how	it	happened:	2Simon	Peter,	Thomas	(the	
Twin),	Nathanael	(the	Galilean	from	Cana),	
the	sons	of	Zebedee,	and	two	other	disciples	
were	together.

Simon Peter (to disciples):	3I	am	going	fish-
ing.

Disciples: Then	we	will	come	with	you.

After Jesus’ death, the disciples 
don’t know what to do with them-
selves, other than return to their 
old livelihood of fishing. This band 
of fishermen is lost and lonely, but 
just when they think things can’t 
be stranger, Jesus shows up. He 
tells them to fish on the other side 
of the boat. They do, and they are 
suddenly overwhelmed with fish. 
The nets are bulging. 
 What He shows here is that not 
only will their old ways of living 
leave His followers as empty as the 
nets, but their old habits will not 
work either. He has impacted their 
lives in a way that changed them 
forever. They can’t go back. And 
He knows they don’t know how to 
go forward.

They	went	out	in	the	boat	and	caught	noth-
ing	through	the	night.	4As	day	was	breaking,	
Jesus	was	standing	on	the	beach;	but	they	
did	not	know	it	was	Jesus.

Jesus: 5My	sons,	you	haven’t	caught	any	fish,	
have	you?	

Disciples: No.

Jesus: 6Throw	your	net	on	the	starboard	
side	of	the	boat,	and	your	net	will	find	the	
fish.	

They	did	what	He	said,	and	suddenly	they	
could	not	lift	their	net	because	of	the	mas-
sive	weight	of	the	fish	that	filled	it.	7The	dis-
ciple	loved	by	Jesus	turned	to	Peter	and	said:

Beloved Disciple: It	is	the	Lord.

began	to	celebrate	as	it	sank	in	that	they	
were	really	seeing	the	Lord.

Jesus: 21I	give	you	the	gift	of	peace.	In	the	
same	way	the	Father	sent	Me,	I	am	now	
sending	you.

22Now	He	drew	close	enough	to	each	of	
them	that	they could feel His breath.	He	
breathed	on	them:

Jesus: Welcome	the	Holy	Spirit	of	the	living	
God.	23You	now	have	the	mantle	of	God’s	
forgiveness.	As	you	go,	you	are	able	to	share	
the	life-giving	power	to	forgive	sins,	or	to	
withhold	forgiveness.

24All	of	the	eleven	were	present	with	the	
exception	of	Thomas.	25He	heard	the	
accounts	of	each	brother’s	interaction	with	
the	Lord.

The Other Disciples: We	have	seen	the	
Lord!

Thomas: Until	I	see	His	hands,	feel	the	
wounds	of	the	nails,	and	put	my	hand	to	
His	side,	I	won’t	believe	what	you	are	say-
ing.

26Eight	days	later,	they	gathered	again	
behind	locked	doors;	and	Jesus	reappeared.	
This	time	Thomas	was	with	them.

Jesus: May	each	one	of	you	be	at	peace.

27He	drew	close	to	Thomas.

Jesus: Reach	out	and	touch	Me.	See	the	
punctures	in	My	hands;	reach	out	your	
hand,	and	put	it	to	My	side;	leave	behind	
your	faithlessness,	and	believe.

Thomas ( filled with emotion):	28You	are	the	
one	True	God	and	Lord	of	my	life.

Jesus: 29Thomas,	you	have	faith	because	you	
have	seen	Me.	Blessed	are	all	those	who	
never	see	Me	and	yet	they	still	believe.	

30Jesus	performed	many	other	wondrous	
signs	that	are	not	written	in	this	book.	
31These	accounts	are	recorded	so	that	you,	
too,	might	believe	that	Jesus	is	the	Anointed,	
the Liberating King, the	Son	of	God,	because	
believing	grants	you	the	life	He	came	to	
share.
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Simon Peter: Yes,	Lord.	You	know	that	I	love	
You.	

Jesus: Take	care	of	My	lambs.

16Jesus	asked	him	a	second	time	.	.	.	

Jesus: Simon,	son	of	John,	do	you	love	Me?

Simon Peter: Yes,	Lord.	You	must	surely	
know	that	I	love	You.

Jesus: Shepherd	My	sheep.
	 17(for	the	third	time)	Simon,	son	of	John,	
do	you	love	Me?

Peter	was	hurt	because	He	asked	him	the	
same	question	a	third	time,	“Do	you	love	
Me?”

Simon Peter: Lord,	You	know	everything!	
You	know	that	I	love	You.

Jesus: Look	after	My	sheep.	18I	tell	you	the	
truth:	when	you	were	younger,	you	would	
pick	up	and	go	wherever	you	pleased;	but	
when	you	grow	old,	someone	else	will	help	
you	and	take	you	places	you	do	not	want	
to	go.

Ever since the night Judas 
betrayed Jesus and Peter denied  
knowing Christ three times, Peter 
has felt small. He has felt he 
betrayed Jesus too. Matching the 
three denials, Jesus has Peter re-
affirm his love for Him three times. 
At the same time, Jesus reaffirms 
Peter’s call to ministry each time 
by challenging him to serve as a 
leader. The conversation on the 
beach that day affects him pro-
foundly. From then on, Simon Peter 
is one of the most humble follow-
ers of Jesus, but he is also one 
of the great leaders of the early 
church, as Acts explains. 
 The disciples all learn a lesson 
that day. No matter what some-
one may have done, the Master 
wants the miracle of forgiveness 
to restore that person to be 
whom He made and called him or 
her to be.

Immediately,	when	Simon	Peter	heard	these	
words,	he	threw	on	his	shirt	(which	he	
would	take	off	while	he	was	working)	and	
dove	into	the	sea.	8The	rest	of	the	disciples	
followed	him,	bringing	in	the	boat	and	drag-
ging	in	their	net	full	of	fish.	They	were	close	
to	the	shore,	fishing	only	about	100	yards	
out.	9When	they	arrived	on	shore,	they	saw	
a	charcoal	fire	laid	with	fish	on	the	grill.	He 
had	bread	too.

Jesus (to disciples):	10Bring	some	of	the	fish	
you	just	caught.

11Simon	Peter	went	back	to	the	boat	to	
unload	the	fish	from	the	net.	He	pulled	153	
large	fish	from	the	net.	Despite	the	number	
of	the	fish,	the	net	held	without	a	tear.

Jesus: 12Come,	and	join	Me	for	breakfast.

Jesus reveals to His disciples a 
world where God is intimately 
involved, the main actor in the 
drama of history. These fish, all 153, 
are a sign from God representing 
the community of men and women 
transformed by faith. Some of 
them sit down and don’t say a 
word as they ponder all of this. 
Others busy themselves in work. 
Each in his own way thinks, won-
ders, and prays. 
 That’s how John always begins 
and ends his stories of Jesus: 
reminding believers to become the 
sons of God. The resurrection of 
Jesus shows the world He is the 
resurrection and the life. That isn’t 
life after death; it is the reality that 
through Jesus believers can have 
abundant life, a full and meaningful 
life, here and now through faith.

Not	one	of	the	disciples	dared	to	ask,	“Who	
are	You?”	They	knew	it	was	the	Lord.	13Jesus	
took	the	bread	and	gave	it	to	each	of	them,	
and	then	He	did	the	same	with	the	fish.	
14This	was	the	third	time	the	disciples	had	
seen	Jesus	since	His	death	and	resurrection.	
15They	finished	eating	breakfast.

Jesus: Simon,	son	of	John,	do	you	love	Me	
more	than	these	other	things?
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are	so	many	other	things	that	Jesus	said	and	
did;	and	if	these	accounts	were	also	written	
down,	the	books	could	not	be	contained	in	
the	entire	cosmos.	

John has reached the end of his 
story. Future believers will go on 
without him, but not without his 
words. John’s voice is added to 
the voices of the prophets and 
the witnesses declaring God has 
become flesh as Jesus, who man-
ifested true life in the midst of 
humanity. Now that’s a pretty big 
idea for a fisherman, but John 
goes to his grave bearing witness 
that it is true.
 This account, in particular, 
shows how to enter into God’s 
kingdom through faith in Jesus so 
they can experience eternal life. 
This is his invitation to join him in 
this marvelous journey. 

19Jesus	said	all	this	as	an	indicator	of	the	
nature	of	Peter’s	death,	which	would	glorify	
God.	After	this	conversation,	Jesus	said,

Jesus: Follow	Me!

20Peter	turned	around	to	see	the	disciple	
loved	by	Jesus	following	the	two	of	them,	the	
same	disciple	who	leaned	back	on	Jesus’	side	
during	their	supper	and	asked,	“Lord,	who	is	
going	to	betray	You?”

Peter: 21Lord,	and	what	will	happen	to	this	
man?	

Jesus: 22If	I	choose	for	him	to	remain	till	I	
return,	what	difference	will	this	make	to	
you?	You	follow	Me!

23It	is	from	this	exchange	with	Jesus	that	
some	thought	this	disciple	would	not	die.	
But	Jesus	never	said	that.	He	said,	“If	I	
choose	for	him	to	remain	till	I	return,	what	
difference	will	this	make	to	you?”	24That	
very	same	disciple	is	the	one	offering	this	
truthful	account	written	just	for	you.	25There	
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Simon Peter: Yes,	Lord.	You	know	that	I	love	
You.	

Jesus: Take	care	of	My	lambs.

16Jesus	asked	him	a	second	time	.	.	.	

Jesus: Simon,	son	of	John,	do	you	love	Me?

Simon Peter: Yes,	Lord.	You	must	surely	
know	that	I	love	You.

Jesus: Shepherd	My	sheep.
	 17(for	the	third	time)	Simon,	son	of	John,	
do	you	love	Me?

Peter	was	hurt	because	He	asked	him	the	
same	question	a	third	time,	“Do	you	love	
Me?”

Simon Peter: Lord,	You	know	everything!	
You	know	that	I	love	You.

Jesus: Look	after	My	sheep.	18I	tell	you	the	
truth:	when	you	were	younger,	you	would	
pick	up	and	go	wherever	you	pleased;	but	
when	you	grow	old,	someone	else	will	help	
you	and	take	you	places	you	do	not	want	
to	go.

Ever since the night Judas 
betrayed Jesus and Peter denied  
knowing Christ three times, Peter 
has felt small. He has felt he 
betrayed Jesus too. Matching the 
three denials, Jesus has Peter re-
affirm his love for Him three times. 
At the same time, Jesus reaffirms 
Peter’s call to ministry each time 
by challenging him to serve as a 
leader. The conversation on the 
beach that day affects him pro-
foundly. From then on, Simon Peter 
is one of the most humble follow-
ers of Jesus, but he is also one 
of the great leaders of the early 
church, as Acts explains. 
 The disciples all learn a lesson 
that day. No matter what some-
one may have done, the Master 
wants the miracle of forgiveness 
to restore that person to be 
whom He made and called him or 
her to be.

Immediately,	when	Simon	Peter	heard	these	
words,	he	threw	on	his	shirt	(which	he	
would	take	off	while	he	was	working)	and	
dove	into	the	sea.	8The	rest	of	the	disciples	
followed	him,	bringing	in	the	boat	and	drag-
ging	in	their	net	full	of	fish.	They	were	close	
to	the	shore,	fishing	only	about	100	yards	
out.	9When	they	arrived	on	shore,	they	saw	
a	charcoal	fire	laid	with	fish	on	the	grill.	He 
had	bread	too.

Jesus (to disciples):	10Bring	some	of	the	fish	
you	just	caught.

11Simon	Peter	went	back	to	the	boat	to	
unload	the	fish	from	the	net.	He	pulled	153	
large	fish	from	the	net.	Despite	the	number	
of	the	fish,	the	net	held	without	a	tear.

Jesus: 12Come,	and	join	Me	for	breakfast.

Jesus reveals to His disciples a 
world where God is intimately 
involved, the main actor in the 
drama of history. These fish, all 153, 
are a sign from God representing 
the community of men and women 
transformed by faith. Some of 
them sit down and don’t say a 
word as they ponder all of this. 
Others busy themselves in work. 
Each in his own way thinks, won-
ders, and prays. 
 That’s how John always begins 
and ends his stories of Jesus: 
reminding believers to become the 
sons of God. The resurrection of 
Jesus shows the world He is the 
resurrection and the life. That isn’t 
life after death; it is the reality that 
through Jesus believers can have 
abundant life, a full and meaningful 
life, here and now through faith.

Not	one	of	the	disciples	dared	to	ask,	“Who	
are	You?”	They	knew	it	was	the	Lord.	13Jesus	
took	the	bread	and	gave	it	to	each	of	them,	
and	then	He	did	the	same	with	the	fish.	
14This	was	the	third	time	the	disciples	had	
seen	Jesus	since	His	death	and	resurrection.	
15They	finished	eating	breakfast.

Jesus: Simon,	son	of	John,	do	you	love	Me	
more	than	these	other	things?
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are	so	many	other	things	that	Jesus	said	and	
did;	and	if	these	accounts	were	also	written	
down,	the	books	could	not	be	contained	in	
the	entire	cosmos.	

John has reached the end of his 
story. Future believers will go on 
without him, but not without his 
words. John’s voice is added to 
the voices of the prophets and 
the witnesses declaring God has 
become flesh as Jesus, who man-
ifested true life in the midst of 
humanity. Now that’s a pretty big 
idea for a fisherman, but John 
goes to his grave bearing witness 
that it is true.
 This account, in particular, 
shows how to enter into God’s 
kingdom through faith in Jesus so 
they can experience eternal life. 
This is his invitation to join him in 
this marvelous journey. 

19Jesus	said	all	this	as	an	indicator	of	the	
nature	of	Peter’s	death,	which	would	glorify	
God.	After	this	conversation,	Jesus	said,

Jesus: Follow	Me!

20Peter	turned	around	to	see	the	disciple	
loved	by	Jesus	following	the	two	of	them,	the	
same	disciple	who	leaned	back	on	Jesus’	side	
during	their	supper	and	asked,	“Lord,	who	is	
going	to	betray	You?”

Peter: 21Lord,	and	what	will	happen	to	this	
man?	

Jesus: 22If	I	choose	for	him	to	remain	till	I	
return,	what	difference	will	this	make	to	
you?	You	follow	Me!

23It	is	from	this	exchange	with	Jesus	that	
some	thought	this	disciple	would	not	die.	
But	Jesus	never	said	that.	He	said,	“If	I	
choose	for	him	to	remain	till	I	return,	what	
difference	will	this	make	to	you?”	24That	
very	same	disciple	is	the	one	offering	this	
truthful	account	written	just	for	you.	25There	
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